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mission
We bring healing and hope to the world’s vulnerable children through the 
power of story.
 
vision
We seek a world in which every vulnerable child has a bridge to hope.  

methodology
80% of the world’s people are story-centric learners. Instead of learning by 
reading or through presentations, they retain information best through the 
power of a great story told well. This is why we use audio dramas embedded 
with principles of trauma healing from a biblical perspective as the core of 
our ministry. 

proven process
Vulnerable Children + Advocates + Stories = Healing and Hope

our why
When extreme trauma experienced by orphans and vulnerable children is 
left unaddressed, a barrier is created that hinders children from thriving in 
life and trusting Christ.

We address the barrier of trauma through three community-based 
priorities:

protection  
We harness the power of story to raise awareness of the impact of trauma 
in the lives of vulnerable children so that people in a community grow in 
Christlike compassion and are moved to protect the vulnerable children in 
their community.

restoration  
As community awareness is raised and Christlike compassion is sparked, 
we partner with local leaders to equip churches, ministries and individuals 
to bring restoration to the traumatized children in their community.

transformation 
Once leaders, churches and ministries are equipped to protect the 
vulnerable and restore the traumatized, we initiate a broadcast strategy 
to bring about community transformation so that children are treasured 
rather than traumatized.

WHO WE ARE WHAT WE DO

AND IT 
WORKS!
Since 2016 we had:

“Let the little children come to me, and 
do not hinder them, for the kingdom of 
God belongs to such as these.”—MARK 10:14

36 training 
sessions 3,700 children 

impacted665 participants 
trained
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2019
2019 IN REVIEW

 Invited by the United Nations Human Rights Council to equip workers in a refugee 
settlement on the border of the Democratic Republic of the Congo.

 Launched Children’s Camp program in Livingstone, Zambia.

 Launched U.S. based program through our partnership with Refugee Hope Partners.

 Launched Zimbabwe program in Harare which is already impacting the lives of  
380 children. 

 Separated from Trans World Radio enabling us to be laser-focused on our mission. 

“It’s the one child that wakes me up at night. 
The one that is just now hearing that both 
of her parents have HIV/AIDS. The one who 
is running to the border to escape from 
the faction that has just decimated her 
village. The one who has just been sold by 
her parents to a trafficker who promises a 
better life. One by one, these children have 
captured my heart. And though the trauma 
of their lives is incomprehensible, I am 
convinced that if we equip one caring adult 
to meet them right where they are and 
journey with them out of the trauma, we 
can bring healing and ultimately hope, the 
hope of Christ to their lives. And this is a 
hope for now and for eternity.”—CINDY FINLEY, 

Executive Director

 1,860 children impacted 
  300: U.S. / 1,020: Zambia /  
  540: Zimbabwe

 207 participants trained 
  13: U.S. / 146: Zambia /  
  48: Zimbabwe

 22 formal trainings held 
  3: U.S. / 5: Zambia /  
  14: Zimbabwe

 35 churches engaged 
  2: U.S. / 23: Zambia /  
  10: Zimbabwe

 19 ministries partnering  
  2: U.S. / 15: Zambia /  
  2: Zimbabwe

 3 staff

 7 committed volunteers

 3 countries impacted 
  U.S. / Zimbabwe / Zambia

A year of launch. A year of expansion. A year of clarity.

hope in numbers

milestones

 2016 2017 2018 2019 OVERALL 
INCREASE

Children Impacted 320 830 1,350 1,860 481%

Participants Trained 80 126 350 207 159%

Trainings Held 1 6 8 22 2,100%

Churches Engaged 5 25 24 35 600%

Ministries Involved 6 8 16 19 217%

Donors Engaged 68 91 104 175 157%

four years 
of progress
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2019 FINANCIALS

YOUR SUPPORT.  
OUR COLLECTIVE IMPACT.

“This past year saw the birthing of RiverCross from the 
organizational incubator of Trans World Radio (TWR). The 
ministry has learned and accomplished much under the 
auspices of TWR. One of many important insights gleaned 
and confirmed over the past few years has been the need for 
RiverCross to move toward independence in order to better 
pursue its primary ministry goals. We’re grateful for all who 
have stood with us this past year.”—TODD BUSTEED, Board Chair

OUR TOTAL REVENUE IN THE 
PAST FISCAL YEAR:

$224,000
100% raised by private donations

IN 2019, WE INVESTED:

$290,000*

$75,000 for new launch

$33,600 to support fundraising

$181,400 to fund programs

* Due to a number of factors, including a one-time outlay of 
$75,000 related to our separation from Trans World Radio, 
our expenses in 2019 exceeded our revenue.

Thank you to all of our 175 private donors!

In Zambia, a group of girls listened to a RiverCross 
program with their caregiver. One girl, Hadiya, who’d 
been tied up and beaten by her grandfather, barely spoke 
or interacted with the other girls. She shared her story 
for the first time after listening to an episode. Several 
months later, Hadiya visited a neighboring village where 
she shared her story with another girl, in turn, leading 
her to Christ! Hadiya says that she wants to be a teacher 
so that she can help hurting children.

Tino Rusinke discovered RiverCross from an 
American missionary. In February, Jessica Hughey, 
our training manager, shared with Tino that 
RiverCross would be coming to Zambia that summer 
to equip leaders. Tino prayed about it and raised the 
money to come to Zambia and participate in the 
training. Tino earned his facilitator certification and 
has launched RiverCross Zimbabwe. His ministry has 
already positively impacted the lives of 540 children. 

A Refugee Hope Partners staff member shared how 
RiverCross helped her to come alongside a young 
boy who was triggered, had a tantrum and ran away. 
“Before my RiverCross training I would have been 
incredibly frustrated by this boy’s behavior. But instead, 
I realized that he was experiencing food insecurity 
and my frustration turned to compassion.” This staff 
member was able to help him regulate and is walking 
with him on his journey to hope.

ZAMBIA

ZIMBABWE

AMERICA
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“Eunice (a 21-year-old girl living in Epworth, 
Zimbabwe) and her mother were treated 
very cruely by her grandmother. She would 
force them to beg for food on the street and 
go door-to-door selling it. Telling her story to 
a trusted RiverCross advocate was Eunice’s 
first step toward restoration. Today, Eunice 
is on the road to recovery and is enrolled 
at a teacher’s pre-school training program 
conducted at Eternal Word Church, in order 
to help children who have experienced 
trauma like she did. Thanks to RiverCross, 
when you see Eunice today, there is a 
glimpse of hope on her face.”—TINO RUSINKE, 

RiverCross Facilitator for Zimbabwe

PO Box 91301
Raleigh, NC 27675
(919) 502-1939
info@rivercrossglobal.org
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